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Student blocking IIT
-seat can’t appear for
- JEE again, says HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRILS

UNDERLINING that not a sin-
gle seat at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) should go waste
due to whims of candidates, the
Delhi High Court has upheld a
2011 admission regulation of the
IIT, restraining students from
reappearing in the entrance test
after accepting admission.
* The court found merit in IIT’s
submission that this criteria was
laid down to act as a deterrent for
candidates who, having once qual-
ified in its Joint Entrance Exami-
nation (JEE), seek to withdraw
from seats allocated to them.
“Such attempt on their part re-
sults in immense financial strain
upon the institute, which would
have to keep a seat vacant not just
in the first year but right through
the course that may extend up to
five years as in the present case.
The course in question is ex-
tremely prestigious and every seat
is precious and cannot be permit-
ted to be wasted in such a man-

ner,” Justice Hima Kohli said.
The court made the observa-
tions while dismissing the plea of a
candidate who had blocked a five-
year M Tech course seat in Engi-
neering Design (Automotive En-
gineering) at IIT Madras by
paying the admission registration
fees after clearing the JEE-2011.
After blocking the seat, he
never joined the institute and
wanted, instead, to sit for JEE-
2012 to improve his result for a
course of his choice. After his re-
quest for reappearing in the 2012
examination was turned down by
IIT-Delhi, he moved a pleain the
court, challenging this decision,
The court upheld the ITT stipu-
lation in the Counselling
Brochure that laid down: “All
candidates who accept the offer
of admission by paying registra-
tion fee will become ineligible for
appearing in JEE 2012 or later.
Fees once paid will not be re-
funded. Candidates once admit-
ted to a particular institute can-
not be transferred to another
participating institute,”
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Can’t sit for JEE if
you opt out of II'T

New Delhi: Students who
leave an IIT course midway
¢an be barred from taking the
next year’s entrance examin-
ation, the Delhi high courthas
said.

Justice Hima Kohli upheld
the decision of IIT authorities
to refuse admit card to one
Prateek Rohilla, who with-
drew his admission to Indian
Institute of Technology Ma-
dras after paying the registra-
ticn feelast year. Rohilla want-
ed to appear in the
II'TJEE-2012 scheduled for
April 8,

HC agreed with the argu-
ment of IIT authorities that
such attempts by candidates,
who once qualify in IIT-JEE
and later seek to withdraw the
seat allocated to them, result-
ed in immense financial
strain on the institute, “In this
attempt, the institute would
have to keep a seat vacant hot
just in the first year but right
through the course that may
extenduptofiveyearsasinthe
present case,” the court said.

“Apart from this, the
course is extremely presti-

gious and every seat is. pre-
cious and cannot be permitted
to be wasted in such a man-
ner,” it said, refusing to accept
Rohilla’s petition.

Rohilla moved the court
againstthe IT decision afterit
informed him that he cannot
reappear for IITJEE 2012 ex-
am as last year he withdrew
hisadmission after payingthe
registration fee. In 2011, Rohil-
la after qualifying in the IIT-
JEE under the scheduled
castes category got admission
in engineering design (auto-
motive engineering), a five-
year M-Tech dual degree
course at IIT-Madras.

By making an online pay-
ment, Rohilla deposited Rs
20,000 towards nonrefunda-
ble registration fees and con-
firmed the admission but did
notturnupatlIT-Madrastoat-
tend classes. Later, he again
applied for the 2012 OOT en-
trance test under the general
category. On his application
IIT-Delhi, organizing the test,
informed himthathisapplica-
tion stood cancelled as he was
ineligible.
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Moral policing spoils
fun night at I'T-Madras

Arun Janardhanan | Tnn

Chennal: Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras has in-
troduced anewmoral code of
conduct on the campus,
prompting protests by stu-
dents who believe that the
authoritiesare playingspoil-
sport. The code seeks to put
curbs on the annual ‘hostel
night’, when students are al-
lowed tobring in friends and
make merry without thepry-
ing warden around.

Among the rules that the
students were notified about
Is: “You should keep your
door open when guests are
inside on hostel night.”

Hostel night is a once-a-
year custom in all IITs when
students can bring guests to

§||T-Madras has
‘introduced a moral

‘code of conduct
tbarring students from
.bringing in guests to
.their rooms on the

g annual hostel night

their rooms.

When the students pro-
tested, IIT-M called a general
body meeting on March 26
that turned out to be a stage
for hot arguments and mor-
alising by many faculty
members,

At the meeting, a senior
faculty member referred to
the disagreement over the
new open-door rule. “What
do you want to do in that pri-

vate space?” he asked a stu-
dent who said hostel day
should provide some private
space, The student answer-
ed, “I want to talk to my
friends,” sending the audi-
ence into splits. The faculty
member replied, “Students
should behave asif theirpar-
entsare with them.”
Probably unaware of the
Supreme Court observation
thatitisnotacrimeforaman
and a woman to live together
without being married, a se-
nior professor who repre-
sentsthe hostel wardenssaid
premarital relationships are
not allowed under Indian
laws. So, he said, the doors
should remain open, and all
celebrations should end at
10.30 pm on hostel night.
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IIT Ropar teams up
with Australian varsity

Our Burean
Hyderabad, April 5
Indian and Australian Insti-
tutes will join hands to un-
dertake  joint  research

projects in solar energy.

Four students from the In-
dian Institute of Technology,
Ropar, will join engineering
students at the University of
New South Wales (UNSW),
Australia. .

The university is working
on developing next genera-
tion solar thermal energy
systems that convert heat
from sunlight into electricity.

WORKSHOP

A four-day workshop in mid-
April on solar energy will see
interactions and efforts to
firm up research partner-
ships.

" The projects to be dis-
cussed would revolve around
optimised solar powered
cooling systems, solar receiv-
ers that can withstand ex-
tremely high temperatures,
and the design of thermal
batteries that could be used
as an additional energy
source for electric vehicles,
according to Dr Rob Taylor, a
mechanical engineer,

Other projects will ex-
plore ways that solar energy
can be harnessed to more
efficiently turn biomass into
readily usable fuels and to
reduce environmental im-
pact of water desalination,

WATER SHORTAGE

“There are many states in
India, especially along the
coastline, which experience
a shortage of pure water,”
says Dr Himanshu Tyagi, re-
search supervisor from IIT
Ropar. ,

“Solar-powered water de-
salination, if implemented
on a large scale, can provide
a solution to this problem.”
And solar energy can also be
used to provide poewer to the
masses, he said in a release.

The Australian University
will sponsor and host the
four engineering students
from India,

Australia and india have a
lot in common when it
comes to solar energy: both
have an abundance of sun-
shine, and neither is taking
full advantage of this renew-
?ble resource, says Dr Tay-
or. ,

soma@thehindu.co.in
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HOT-Madras

project

The Indian Institute of

Technology, Madras,ison a

major project to make solar
power doable in India, said
Prof Ashok Jhunjunwala of
the Institute. Speaking at a
conference on renewable
energy organised by the
Institute of Financial

. Management and Research,

the Professor did not want to
discuss I1T's ongoing project
in detail, but said that the
work covers several aspects of
technology. .
But at the heart of the issue is
this question: why should we
continue to use AC
(alternating current) devices?
DC devices are far more
energy efficient. For instance,
a DC motor is 2.5 times more
energy efficient than an AC
motor, Prof Jhunjunwala says.
A 5-hp AC water pump can be
replaced by a one-hp DC
water purnp and the output of
water will still be the same, he
says,

The problem with solar,
however, is that it is extremely
fickle and power fluctuations
can vary even over small
periods of time, evenon a
sunny day. But this canbe -
tackled through the use of
smart controllers. IIT-Madras



To Fight Red Menace, India Unleashes B-School Army

IIT, lIM passouts selected under PM scheme to spend two years assisting collectors in Maoist areas .
. - , threats. “Unlike administrative

DEVIKA BANERJI
NEW DELHI

Abunch of 20-somethings are rar-
ing to swap the security of blue-
chip firms for the grave hazards
lurking beyond the invisible yet
palpable thick red line that marks
out Maoist-affected areas across

. the country.

Armed with little more than de-
velopmental zeal, these profes-
sionals are readying to venture in-
to some of the most

Economic Times ND 6/04/2012 P-1

free 27 prisoners to secure the re-
lease of an abducted MLA and a
foreignnational.

The first batch of 156 candidates
selected for the Prime Minister’s
Rural Development Fellows
Scheme will spend the next two
Yyears assisting district

maintained that Maoism cannot
be contained by force alone.
Evenasthegovernmentgrapples

services that are extremely rigid,
the fellowship promises a range of

in implementing welfare pro-
grammes across 78 worst-affected
Maoistdistricts.

Their deployment, as per the

Trading Comfort for Challenges

PROFILE OF SELECTED CANDIDATES

withthesecuritythreatthatthein- possibilities. Even compared to General candidates SRS
surgents pose in these districts, the privatesector, asfarasgeneral 156 Scheduled caste [ 28

cared. “Securi- experience is con- Total Scheduled tribe [ 14
tyisnotabigconcernforme,”says cerned, this will equip us with 0BCs 24
Rajendra K i, who did pis muchbetter skills.”
BTech in Chemical Engineering  District collectors, who handle Education Background

from ITT-Madras before going in
for a post-graduate degree in pub-
licpolicy fro_m Singapore.

scheme by Rural
Devel Minister Jairam Ra-

areas in central and eastern India.
This is where, for instance, a state
government recently agreed to

mesh last September, will be part
of the government’s measures to
answer critics who have long

“Itis tobe very danger-
ous, and possibly is, but there is
still the district administration,”
says the 28-year-old, focusing on
the opportunities more than the

everything from general adminis-
tration and finance to security
and development, feel that the fel-
lowscanhelpdevisebetter waysto
evaluate and monitor welfare
schemes.
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“Our job is too large and we have limited workforce availa-
ble to us. These young boys and girls will have better per-
spectives and they wilt help us utilise modern technology
to make implementation and monitoring of these
schemes more efficient,” saida collector who did not wish
to be named, adding, “Ensuring the security of these fel-
lows will be our responsibility.” Like Kondepati, most of
the other fellows hail from premier institutions such as
the Indian Institute of Technology, Indian Institute of
Management and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences.
Tllley have given up jobs with companies such as Infosys,
Wipro and Patni to be a part of this one-of-a-kind pro-
gramme in the country.

Thg ministry received a whopping 8,560 applications in
the introductory year for the fellowship scheme that will
provide amonthly remuneration of 265,000. “The aim was
to get professional, out-of-the-box thinkers into the Naxal-
affected districts so as to make development initiatives
work,” Ramesh told ET. “In one sentence, these people will
actassherpas for ”the mini adding,
“Thisisalsothefirstl \! yof professi into
government activity.” The fellowship awards will be offi-
cially announced and conferred by Ramesh and Planning
Commission Deputy Chairman Montek Singh Ahluwalia
inHyderabadon April7. :

The fellows will undergo training for two months before
being posted in districts covered under the Integrated Ac-
tionPlan-ajoint project of the Planning Commissionand
home ministry introduced in 2009 to intensify develop-
mentworkinthe 78 worst-affected Maoist districtssuchas
Dantewada, Bastar, Koraput and Palamu.
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MIYGITTRTTIY FACULTY MEMBERS SAY COURSE WAS PASSED BY ACADEMIC COUNCIL WITHOUT REQUISITE APPROVAL OF BOARD OF STUDIES . -

e -
NANDINI THILAK
NEW DELHI, APRIL S

DESPITE All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
guidelines stipulating that no
technical courses shall be of-
fered by any institution without
its approval, the Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University
(GGSIPU) has opened admis-
sions for an MTech programme
in Food Processing Technology
for the coming academic year
even before it applied to the
AICTE for approval.

The course, admissions for
which opened on Wednesday, is
to be offered by the University’s
School of Biotechnology and will

admit 20 students. But the Dean
of the Department of Biotech-
nology, admitted to Newsline that
no approval has been sought for
the course from the AICTE.
“We are preparing to apply
for AICTE approval. It will take

. two-three months but we will get

it,” said Dr R K Gupta, Dean of
GGSIPU’s University School of
Biotechnology.

As per AICTE rules, out-
lined clearly in its approval
process handbook, “ No Institu-
tion shall offer Technical pro-
gram or course without approval
of the Council.” “Institutions
running any programme/course
in Technical education in viola-
tion of regulations shall be liable
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to appropriate initiation of pe-
nal civil action...,” the AICTE
rules stated.

Meanwhile, faculty members
of the School of Biotechnology
alleged that the course was
passed by the University’s Acad-
emic Council without approval
of the Board of Studies, the de-
partment-level statutory body
whose approval is mandatory be-
fore any proposal for a new
course is tabled before higher
bodies like the University Acade-
mic Council.

“The proposal does not have
the approval of the Board of
Studies. No such meeting was
called before the course was hur-
riedly passed in the Academic

GGSIPU launches MTech course sans AICTE approva}sl

Council, The School of Biotech-
nology does not have the re-
quired faculty strength nor does
it have the infrastructure re-
quired for such a course. None of
the 12 teachers in the depart-
ment have a PhD in Food Pro-
cessing Technology. We had
pointed this out to the University
Administration including the
Vice-Chancellor,” said a senior
professor at the School.

Gupta, however, said the de-
partment was equipped. “We
have faculty and infrastructure as
per AICTE norms. We have ato-
tal of six professors who have re-
search experience in the field
who will teach the course and
more will be recruited,” he said.

EYE-FI T+ GLASSES WOULD PLACE A SMALL SEE-THROUGH SCREEN THAT CAN SHOW MAPS AND OTHER DATA

Google
unveils
glasses
that can
show you
directions

NICK BILTON
SANFRANCISCO, APRIL §

OOGLE on Wednesday of-

fered alook at a previously se-

cret project to develop Inter-
net-connected glasses, staking out a
lead position in a futuristic and fast-
growing area known as wearable com-
puting.

The glasses, which are still in a proto-
type stage, would place a small see-
through display screen above a person’s
eye that can show maps and other data.
The wearer could use voice commands
10, say, pull up directions or send a mes-
sage to afriend.

Apple, a major Google rival, is also
reportedly working on wearable com-
puters. In April 2008, the company filed

a patent for a head-mounted display
system that showed glasses with screens.

But Google has amassed some of the
leading experts in this field within
Google X, a company lab responsible
for such projects that was also some-
thing of a company secret before
‘Wednesday.

Richard W DeVaul, a former Apple
engineer who specialises in wearable
computers, left that company last year
to join Google X. According to De-
Vaul’s Web site, he is now a “rapid eval-
uator,” working in a team at Google run
by Astro Teller, who specialises in artifi-
cial intelligence and wearable devices.

Another Google employee, Babak
Parviz, who is also an associate profes-

| sor at the University of Washington,

P ises in bio-

hnology, the

fusion of biology and technology fo-
cused on manipulating atoms and mol-
ecules. He most recently built a contact
lens with embedded electronics that
form a miniature display — raising the
possibility that Project Glass, as
Google is calling the eyeglass effort,
could become Project Contact Lens at
some point.

“This puts Google out in front of
Apple; they are a long ways ahead at
this point,” said Michael Liebhold, a
senior researcher specialising in wear-
able computing at the Institute for the
Future in Palo Alto, California, “In ad-
dition to having a superstar team of sci-
entists who specialise in wearable, they
also have the needed data elements, in-
cluding Google Maps.” .

Liebhold said the prototype was

“much less dorky-looking than all of
the heads-up displays we’ve seen to
date.” He added, “Of course it could
be really annoying, but if it’s handled
well, it could be a nice complement to
reality.”

The design prototype Google un-
veiled Wednesday looks more like a
well-designed pair of wraparound
glasses — but with no actual glass in the
frames. A person working on the pro-
jectsaid Google was having its employ-
ees test out dozens of other designs,
with the goal of giving outsiders access
to an early version later this year.

Although some may salivate at the
idea of these sci-fi toys, it is unclear
whether people will want to wander the
streets with a screen in their field of
view. NYT
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